
 
Inspection under Section 28 of the 

Education Act 2005 
 
 

A Report on the Quality of Education in 
 
 

Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas 
Rhiwlas 
Bangor 

Gwynedd  
LL57 4EH 

 
 

School Number:  6612097 
 
 
 

    Date of Inspection: 02/11/09 
 
 

by 
 

Edward Goronwy Morris 
78283 

 
 

Date of Publication:  14/01/10 
 
 
 

Under Estyn contract number:  1100909 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Queen’s Printer and Controller of HMSO 2010:  This report may be re-used 
free of charge in any format or medium provided that it is re-used accurately 
and not used in a misleading context.  The copyright in the material must be 
acknowledged as aforementioned and the title of the report specified. 
 
Copies of this report are available from the school.  Under the Education Act 2005, the 
school must provide copies of the report free of charge to certain categories of people.  
A charge not exceeding the cost of reproduction may be made to others requesting a 
copy of the report. 
 

 



Report by Edward Goronwy Morris 
Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas, 02/11/09 

 
Introduction 
 
Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas was inspected as part of a national programme of school 
inspection.  The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and shortcomings in 
schools in order that they may improve the quality of education offered and raise the 
standards achieved by their pupils.  The inspection of all schools within a six-year 
cycle is also designed to give parents information about the performance of their 
child’s school. 
  
The inspection of Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas took place between 02/11/09 and 04/11/09.  
An independent team of inspectors, led by Edward Goronwy Morris undertook the 
inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
  
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by pupils, the quality of 
education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management and the 
contribution made by the school to its pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. 
  
Estyn’s reports follow its guidance for the writing and editing of reports, which is 
available on the Estyn website (www.estyn.gov.uk).  The table below shows the terms 
that Estyn uses and a broad idea of their meaning.  The table is for guidance only. 
 

Nearly all  with very few exceptions  
90% or more  Most  
70% or more  Many  
over 60%  A majority  
close to 50%  Half/around half  
below 40%  A minority  
below 20%  Few  
less than 10%  Very few  

 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5  many important shortcomings 
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There are three types of inspection. 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject reports. 
 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
 
For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis 
of its past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection.  All 
nursery schools, special schools, pupil referral units and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a standard inspection. 
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of compulsory 
schooling to 18 years of age.  This system emphasises the importance of continuity 
and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and LEAs. 
 
The term ‘Reception’ (R) refers to the year group of pupils in a primary school who 
reach the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 refers to the year group of pupils 
who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the year 
group of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 
Year R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 
 
Secondary phase: 
 
Year Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 
Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 
 
The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 
Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 
Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 
Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 
Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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Context 
 
The nature of the provider 
 
1 Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas is a rural school serving the village itself and its 

neighbourhood. It is situated about four miles south of the city of Bangor, 
Gwynedd. Gwynedd Local Authority’s (LA) language policy is implemented. 
About half the pupils live in the vicinity of the school and the other half are 
transported from local rural areas that are within the school’s catchment area. 
The area is not economically disadvantaged nor is it very prosperous. About 
8% of pupils have been registered as those entitled to receive free school 
meals. This is lower than the LA average of 12.8% and the average across 
Wales of 17.5%. Only about a third of the pupils come from homes where 
Welsh is spoken as the main language. The learners’ background and their 
achievement on entering the school represents a full range of conditions and 
achievement. The school’s baseline assessment results are about the county 
average. 

2 Currently, there are 35 learners on the school register, from reception age to 
year (Y) 6. Learners are accepted to the school on a full time basis, according 
to the LA policy, in the September following their fourth birthday. Learners are 
accepted into the nursery, on a part time basis, in the September following their 
third birthday; currently five learners attend on a part time basis. Seven learners 
have been identified as those with Special Educational Needs (SEN). No 
learner in the school receives support in English as additional language, and no 
learner is cared for by the LA.  

3 An acting head teacher has been in charge of the school since May 2009. In 
addition to the head teacher, who has responsibility for a class for four days a 
week, there is one other full time teacher, who is also new to the school. There 
is also one part time teacher. The number of pupils in the school has decreased 
a little since the school was last inspected in October 2003. 

 
The school’s priorities and targets 
 
4 The main aim of Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas is to maintain and improve the  

standards achieved by learners by fostering a civilised society which places 
importance on moral and humanitarian values, personal development and 
health, and developing self-respect and tolerance towards others. 

5 In accordance to the LA Language Policy, learners’ ability to become 
confidently bilingual is developed in order to enable them to become full 
members of the bilingual community of which they are part. 

6 In the current school year, priority is given to: 
• ensuring that the Foundation Phase provision and Key Stage1requirements         
• are implemented in the nursery class. 
• developing the mathematical skills of the boys’ target group. 
• developing as a Green School. 
• establishing more community links and developing learners’ awareness of  
• global citizenship. 

 
1 
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 Summary 
 
7 Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas is a happy and caring community which offers effective 

guidance and support to learners. Learners benefit from valuable experiences 
and from the commitment and the conscientious work of the staff. There are 
outstanding features in the learners’ behaviour and attitude. This has a positive 
effect on their achievement. They make progress, achieve well and develop 
confidently bilingually. 

 
8 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report in six of the seven key questions. . In the other question 
the team awarded a lower grade. 

 
Table of grades awarded 
 
Key Question 
 

Inspection grade 

1       How well do learners achieve? 
 

           Grade 2 
 

2       How effective are teaching, training and assessment? Grade 2 
  

3       How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 
and interests of learners and the wider community? 

           Grade 3 
 

4       How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 

Grade 2 
 

5       How effective are leadership and strategic management? Grade 3 
  

6       How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 
quality and standards? 

Grade 3 
 

7       How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 

Grade 2 
 

 
9 The number of learners that take part in the national curriculum (NC) 

assessments at the end of the two key stages is too small to make a 
meaningful comparison with annual individual subject national data. Teacher 
statutory assessments  in key stage 2 in 2009 show that 90.0 per cent of 
learners achieve the core subject indicator (CSI) - which is the expected level in 
the three subjects of Welsh or English, mathematics and science as compared 
with the national average of 77.0 per cent. 

 
10 On considering the data over a period of three years, the performance in the 

two key stages is better than the family, LA and national figures. When 
compared with similar schools, who have a similar numbers of learners that are 
entitled to receive free school meals, the school is placed in the top 25% in 
Wales in two out of the last three years. Overall girls’ performance is better than 
the boys, which reflects the national picture. 

 
11 The standards of achievement in the lessons inspected are as follows: 
 
   Grade 1     Grade 2    Grade 3     Grade 4   Grade 5 
          8%          84%          8%           0%        0% 
 

 
2 
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12 These figures show a significant improvement from the last inspection. They 

also compare favourably with the national picture reported by Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector (HMCI) in his annual report for 2007 to 2008. 

 
13  The overall quality of the educational provision for the under fives is appropriate 

to their needs and the children are making good progress towards the 
Foundation Phase outcomes.  

 
14 The standards in the areas of learning that were inspected in the Foundation 

Phase are as follows: 
 
Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural 
development 

          Grade 2 

Language, literacy and communication skills           Grade 2 
Mathematical development           Grade 2 
Knowledge and understanding of the world            Grade 2 
Physical development           Grade 2 
Creative development           Grade 2 
 
 
15 In key stage 1 and key stage 2, in the subjects that were inspected, the 

standards of achievement are as follows. 
 
Subjects      Key Stage 1        Key Stage 2 
Welsh first languag           Grade 2              Grade 2 
Information and 
CommunicationsTechnology (ICT) 

          Grade 2              Grade 3 

Geography           Grade 2              Grade 3 
Art and design           Grade 2              Grade 2 
Religious Education           Grade 2              Grade 2 
 
16 Across the school the majority of learners, including learners with SEN, are 

making good progress towards reaching their potential. 
 
17 Learners’ oral communication, reading and writing skills are good. They make 

good use of their mathematical, creative, problem solving and ICT skills in a 
number of subjects.  Learners’ bilingual competency is good. 

 
18 The attitude of the majority of learners towards learning is good. They co-

operate happily and cheerfully with each other. However, even though the 
ability of the majority to work independently under the guidance of their 
teachers is good, their ability to recognise for themselves how to improve their 
work has not been developed sufficiently. The school acknowledges this.  

 
19 There are outstanding features in learners’ behaviour. This is evidenced in their 

natural courtesy and in their friendliness towards each other. 
 
20 The school’s levels of attendance over the last three full terms are close to 

93%. The school is aware that there is room for improvement here. Punctuality 
is good, and has improved since the last inspection. 
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21 Learners’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. They are 

aware of the need to keep healthy. Learners show a good understanding of 
equal opportunity issues, as well as respect for diversity in society. 

 
22 Learners’ awareness of the world of work and the workplace is good. Learners’ 

contribution towards the life of the community enriches their educational 
experience. This gives them a sound foundation in the importance of the world 
of work and citizenship and enables them to develop a good understanding of 
the world around them. 

 
The quality of education and training 
 
23 In the lessons that were observed, the quality of teaching was judged as 

follows: 
 
    Grade 1    Grade 2      Grade 3        Grade 4             Grade 5 
           7%           79%            14%              0%             0% 
     
24 These figures show a significant improvement from the last inspection. They 

are higher than the national picture as published in the HMCI report for 2007-
2008, where it was judged standards of teaching to be good or better (Grade 1 
and Grade 2) in 83percent of lessons, but lower than the figure for Grade 1 
which is 16% 

 
25 Good teaching was observed in both classes. An extremely strong feature is 

the way teachers across the age range establish very positive relationships. 
In the lessons that were judged to be outstanding, there are interesting and 
lively presentations which stimulate the learners’ interest and motivation whilst 
giving them the opportunities to develop their independent learning skills. In the 
majority of lessons, there is evidence of thorough planning, good use of 
resources, good questioning skills and constant use of praise to encourage and 
motivate learners. Good use is made of the skills of the classroom assistants. 
In the small number of lessons where there were shortcomings, the work is not 
sufficiently differentiated to ensure challenge for the different abilities within the 
class, and the objectives are not clear enough to ensure the active participation 
of learners. 

 
26 Good features outweigh shortcomings in the assessment process. The school 

meets statutory requirements. However, there is lack of consistency in the 
marking and the comments do not always offer suggestions on how to improve. 
Learners do not play a prominent enough role when evaluating their own work. 
This is acknowledged by the school. The annual report to parents conforms to 
statutory requirements. 

 
27 The curriculum and learning experiences meet the needs of the majority of 

learners and are suitably balanced for all, including those with SEN. Statutory 
requirements are met. 

 
28 Good progress is made in response to the Foundation Phase requirements. 

However, overall the current schemes of work are not suitable to ensure the 
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progression and continuity of the learning across the school. The school has 
not responded sufficiently to the reviewed curriculum arrangements for schools 
in Wales. 

 
29 The school’s provision for the development of learners’ spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development is good and personal and social education is 
promoted well across the school. Collective worship meets the statutory 
requirements. The provision for promoting work related education is developing 
promisingly. Despite this, there is room to develop further enterprise and 
business perceptions. Good attention is given to sustainable development and 
global citizenship. 

 
30 The quality of care, support and guidance to learners is good. This is a strength 

in the school. There is good co-operation between the school and the parents. 
The school has clear procedures which contribute towards the wellbeing, health 
and safety of the learners, whilst they are in the care of the school. The quality 
of provision for learners with additional learning needs including those with SEN 
is effective and fully meets the requirements of the Code of Practice. The 
school procedures involved with equal opportunities are active and effective. All 
this is reflected in the day to day life and work of the school. 

 
Leadership and management  
 
31 The acting head teacher provides clear leadership to the school. He has firm 

values and a clear vision for the future and how to develop the school. He has 
good support from staff and governors. There are appropriate aims and 
objectives in place that concentrate on learners’ needs and the school gives 
due consideration to local and national priorities. Performance management 
arrangements have been established in order to improve teachers’ 
competencies and skills. However, due to changes and absences they are not 
fully operational. The governors recognise that they are only just beginning to 
recognise their responsibilities regarding offering a strategic leadership to the 
school and monitoring learners’ achievements. 

 
32 The head teacher and staff show total commitment to the school and they 

realise its strengths and areas for development. However, there is no clear long 
term structure to the self- evaluation process. It does not sufficiently take into 
account direct evidence of the quality of teaching and learning. Recently the 
school has developed questionnaires to ascertain the viewpoints of learners, 
parents and governors regarding the educational provision. The priorities 
identified for improvement are appropriate for the development of the school. 
However, they do not concentrate sufficiently on the standards achieved by 
learners and what is required in order to improve. Good features outweigh 
shortcomings in the school response to the key issues to be acted upon that 
were noted during the 2003 inspection. 

 
33 Although there have been significant changes in staffing at the school recently 

the school is appropriately staffed. Support staff make a very effective 
contribution. The space available, including the building and site, is adequate 
for the number of pupils and offers an environment that encourages learning 
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and teaching. The outdoor area has not been sufficiently developed to meet the 
challenges of the Foundation Stage. There is a good supply of resources for all 
age groups and they are used effectively for teaching and learning. The school 
provides good value for money. 

 
   
Recommendations 
 
 In order to improve staff and GB needs to: 
 
R1 raise standards in ICT and geography in key stage 2; 
 
R2 ensure that learners become increasingly responsible for their own learning; 
 
R3 make better use of assessment to ensure that teaching and learning 

consistently meets the needs of learners of all abilities; 
 
R4 develop long term schemes of work to ensure continuity, progression and 

challenges for the learner; 
 
R5 strengthen the self-evaluation process and improvement planning to 

concentrate on raising standards of specific groups of learners; and 
 
R6 work with the LA to ensure a suitable outdoor area for the Foundation Stage. 
 
 Recommendations R2, R3, R4, R5 and R6 are already priorities in the self- 

evaluation report or the School Development Plan (SDP). 
 
 The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan 

to incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working 
days of receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all 
parents at the school. 
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Standards 
 
Key Question 1:  How well do learners achieve? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
34 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self- evaluation report 

35 The number of learners that take part in the NC assessments at the end of both 
key stages is too small to make a meaningful comparison with national data by 
subject on an annual basis. Since the number of learners that were eligible for 
assessment at the end of key stage 1 in 2009 was less than five, precise 
information is not included. The statutory teacher assessments in key stage 2 in 
2009 show that 90.0 percent of learners achieve the CSI, that is the expected 
level in the three subjects of Welsh or English, mathematics and science, 
compared with the 77.0 percent national average. 

36 When considering the data over the last three years, the performance at both 
key stages is better than the family, LA and national figures. When compared 
with similar schools, which have a similar number of pupils entitled to receive 
free school meals, the school is placed in the top 25% in Wales in two out of 
the last three years. Overall the performance of girls is better than the boys, 
which reflects the national picture. 

 
37 Standards of achievement in lessons that were inspected are as follows: 
 
   Grade 1     Grade 2     Grade 3     Grade4      Grade 5 
          8%           84%          8%          0%           0% 
 
38 These figures show a significant improvement since the last inspection. They 

also compare favourably with the national picture reported by the HMCI in his 
annual report for 2007- 2008. Nationally, standards are good or better (Grade 
1and 2) in 84% of lessons and standards are outstanding in 12% of lessons. 

 
39 The overall quality of educational provision for the under fives is appropriate to 

their needs and the children are making good progress towards Foundation 
Phase outcomes. They show positive attitudes towards learning, co-operate 
well with each other and enthusiastically undertake challenging activities which 
strengthens and develops their learning. 

 
40 Standards in the areas of learning that were inspected in the Foundation Phase 

are as follows: 

Area of learning     Grade 
Personal and social development, well being and cultural diversity     Grade 2 
Language, literacy and communication skills     Grade 2 
Mathematical development     Grade 2 
Knowledge and understanding of the world     Grade 2 
Physical development     Grade 2 
Creative development     Grade 2 
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41 In key stage 1 and 2, in the subjects inspected the standards of achievement 

are as follows: 
   
Subjects        Key Stage 1      Key Stage 2 
Welsh first language          Grade 2          Grade 2 
Information Technology and 
Communication 

         Grade 2          Grade 3 

Geography          Grade 2          Grade 3 
Art and design          Grade 2          Grade 2 
Religious Education          Grade 2          Grade 2 
 
 
42  The majority of learners, whatever their age, gender, ability, social background, 

ethnicity or language, and including those with SEN, make good progress when 
acquiring skills, knowledge and understanding.. They achieve agreed targets 
and aims. As they progress through the school, the majority ensure knowledge 
and exhibit good understanding of their abilities and use their skills confidently 
and successfully in new situations. 

 
43 Across the school the oral communication skills of the majority of learners with 

each other and with adults is good. Key stage 1 learners listen well, 
communicate with each other and read and write according to their ability and 
age. The majority talk confidently with each other and with adults. The oral 
language of the majority of key stage 2 learners is good as they express 
themselves in formal and informal situations. They discuss their work readily. 
They listen intently to the teachers and to each other. They read well in Welsh 
with the majority reading fluently, with expression and good understanding of 
the subject. The majority use their writing skills appropriately to record their 
work. However, in key stage 2 the quality of handwriting and presentation of 
learners’ work is inconsistent. 

 
44 The communication skills of key stage 2 learners in English improve 

consistently across the key stage. The majority read fluently and confidently 
and they use their writing skills effectively when dealing with a number of 
aspects of the curriculum. 

 
45 Across the school the mathematical and problem solving skills of the majority of 

learners is developing well. They make good use of their number, measuring 
and data analysis skills to support their work in a number of subjects. They are 
confident when using ICT to research, experiment and present information. 
Across the school learners’ creative skills are good. 

 
46 Learners’ bilingual competency is good. They develop confidently bilingually 

and deal well with subjects in both languages 
 
47 The attitude of the majority of learners towards learning is good across the 

school. They contribute and concentrate well in their lessons. Their ability to 
work independently under the guidance of their teachers is good. However, 
overall learners’ ability to recognise for themselves how to improve their work 
has not developed sufficiently. The school acknowledges this. 
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48 There are outstanding features in learners’ behaviour. This is evidenced in the 

learners’ natural courtesy and in their friendship towards each other. They 
respect their teachers and also visitors to the school. Inclusion is an obvious 
element of the life and values of the school. Learners are aware of the 
importance of tolerance and kindness. This has a positive effect on the 
standards achieved. The School Council work well and in a mature manner. All 
this gives a sound foundation for learners to become responsible members of 
their community. 

 
49 School attendance levels across the last three full terms are about 93 percent. 

The school is aware that there is a need to improve here. Punctuality is good. 
 
50 The spiritual, moral social and cultural development of learners is good. They 

are considerate, friendly and courteous with each other, staff and visitors. The 
majority work well with each other. They are aware of the need to stay healthy. 
Learners show a good understanding of equal of opportunity issues as well as 
showing respect for diversity in society. 

 
51 Learners’ awareness of the world of work and the workplace is good. Despite 

this, there is room to develop further learners’ awareness of enterprise and 
business. Learners’ contribution to the life of the community enriches their 
educational experience. This enables them to develop an awareness of the 
world around them and gives them a strong foundation in the importance of the 
world of work and global citizenship. 

 
  
The quality of education and training 
 
Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings. 
 
52 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
53 In the lessons that were observed, the quality of teaching was judged as 

follows: 
 
 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
           7%        79%        14%         0%         0% 
 
54 These figures show a significant improvement since the previous inspection. 

They are higher than the national picture as published in the HMCI annual 
report for 2007-2008, where the quality of teaching is judged to be good or 
better (Grade1and 2) in 83 percent of lessons, but is lower than the figure for 
Grade 1 which is 16 per cent. 

 
55 Good teaching was observed in both classes. An extremely strong feature is 

the way in which teachers across the age range establish very positive 
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relationships. This encourages learners to give of their best. All are respected 
and treated equally. 

 
56 Where lessons have outstanding features these include:  

• interesting and lively presentations and tasks that inspire learners’ 
interest and motivation including opportunities for them to develop their 
individual learning skills; 

• detailed planning and purposeful activities which closely match the 
learners’ needs; and 

• high teacher expectations, their enthusiasm and subject knowledge. 
 
57 In the majority of lessons where the teaching is good, the good features 

include: 
• lessons that are well planned, with clear learning objectives that are 

challenging; 
• teachers using resources purposefully to provide for effective learning 

continuity and ensuring that the learners take an active part in their 
learning; 

• good questioning skills to assess learners’ understanding; 
• managing and organising the learners well so that tasks can be 

undertaken quickly without wasting any learning time; 
• making effective use of practitioners to support individual learners and 

groups; and 
• practitioners promoting positive attitudes to learning by constant use of 

praise to encourage and motivate learners. 
 
58 In the small number of lessons where there are shortcomings in the teaching: 

• the work has not been differentiated sufficiently to ensure challenge to 
the various abilities ;and 

• the purpose of the activities is not always clear to the learners. 
 
59 Teachers provide good role models in their use of Welsh and English. This 

effectively promotes learners’ bilingual competency. 
 
60 The school meets the statutory requirements in relation to assessment, 

recording and reporting of learners’ progress. Generally, the school’s systems 
and procedures have good features that outweigh shortcomings. 

 
61 The school has a tracking system, but at the moment the information on 

individual learners is not sufficiently detailed to help teachers to differentiate 
work effectively. 

 
62 Portfolios of work are in the process of being developed to support teachers’ 

judgement regarding learners’ levels and standards. Discussions have already 
commenced with other schools to moderate and reinforce assessment at key 
stage 2. 

 
63  Marking across the school is fairly regularly undertaken. Where it is good, 

written comments informs learners clearly of what they need to do to improve 
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their work. However, there is a lack of consistency across the school and 
subjects. 

 
64 Learners do not play an active enough part in planning their own improvement 

and progress. The school has identified this as an area for development. 
 
65 Annual reports to parents comply with statutory requirements. They provide 

good information to parents about the academic and personal progress of their 
children. Opportunities provided for parents to visit the school to discuss 
progress, are appreciated and well supported. 

 
  
Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 

interests of learners and the wider community? 
 
Grade  3 : Good features outweigh shortcomings 
 
66 The findings of the inspection team do not match the judgement of the school in 

its self-evaluation report, since the inspection team identified shortcomings in 
areas of long term planning which ensures progression and continuity. The 
school has not responded sufficiently to the revised curriculum arrangements 
for schools in Wales. 

 
67 The curriculum and learning experiences meet the requirements of the majority 

of learners and are balanced for all, including those with SEN. Statutory 
requirements are met. 

 
68 The overall quality of the educational provision for the under fives is appropriate 

to their needs and the children are making good progress towards the 
Foundation Phase outcomes. 

 
69 Good progress is being made on reviewing policy documents and schemes of 

work in response to the requirements of the Foundation Phase. The school is 
aware of the need to build upon this good practice whilst undertaking the 
changes to the curriculum and assessments procedures in key stage 2.The 
current schemes of work are not suitable to ensure progression and continuity 
in learning. In addition, the current arrangements to encourage learners’ 
independent learning are under developed. 

 
70  Learners’ experiences are enriched and extended by activities both within and 

outside the classroom. Effective sporting, musical and cultural activities are 
available, which develops and frees pupils’ potential. Clubs, events and visits 
are well attended and supported. Learners access training in outdoor activities 
at a local centre. Distant and local trips are organised to enrich the knowledge 
and understanding of learners of the world and their national and international 
heritage. 

 
71 Links with parents are strong. Communication which includes circulars, letters, 

specific contracts for activities and visits are comprehensive. The Home School 
Contract and also the Parents’ Handbook complies fully with requirements. 
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There are good links and partnerships with the community and catchment 
schools. 

 
72 The provision for studying the heritage and culture of Wales, through the 

Cwiricwlwm Cymreig, satisfies requirements. It is a good feature throughout the 
school and occasional Welsh is encouraged well across the curriculum and 
throughout the day to ensure that learners develop their bilingual ability. A 
number of activities, including school eisteddfodau, also enrich the curriculum. 

 
73 The school has an inclusive ethos. All members of staff constantly encourage 

equality of access, equality of opportunity, and race equality. Any incident of 
stereo typing is challenged promptly and effectively. The school strategy of 
early intervention is effective. 

 
74 Provision for spiritual, moral social and cultural development is good. In all 

aspects of school life, comprehensive understanding of honesty, fairness and 
respect is provided for learners. Collective worship complies with statutory 
requirements and time is given to reflect on the very relevant matters that arise. 
Cultural development is effectively encouraged in many areas of the curriculum, 
and there are strong links with other countries, such as Japan. The collective 
worship sessions and their studies in art and religious education make an 
important contribution to learners’ spiritual development. 

 
75 Personal and social education is encouraged across the school by means of 

well established policies and procedures. Clear guidelines are given to learners 
about acceptable behaviour and positive attitudes towards work and towards 
each other. The school challenges social disadvantage and stereotyping 
diligently.  

 
76 The school has a good range of links with the world of business to promote 

work related education and also vocational perceptions. These arrangements 
are very successful and are developing promisingly. Despite this, there is room 
to develop further learners’ awareness of enterprise and business. 

 
77 The attention that is given to sustainable development is good. A number of 

activities and studies are ongoing and the school is committed to the principles 
of Green Schools. Good attention to the environment is furthered by visits to 
the Alternative Technology Centre in Machynlleth, Moel y Ci Environmental 
Centre, Recycling centre at Cibyn estate in Caernarfon, and also through the 
Gardening Club activities and the school’s wild area.  In addition, understanding 
of global citizenship is promoted well with contributions to charities and links 
with a school in Japan by means of links with the British Council. 

 
78 The school is totally committed to promote learners’ lifelong learning skills and 

economic regeneration. As they move through the school, learners are 
encouraged to take an active part in community activities. 
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 Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
79 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
80 The quality of care, support and guidance given to pupils is good. This is a 

strength of the school. Good arrangements are in place for pastoral care. As a 
result Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas is a happy school where learners and staff 
interact well together. Members of staff are good role models and there are 
good links with the LA care services, community health services and social 
work agencies. 

 
81 For those learners who require additional levels of support, care arrangements 

are effective. Parents, external agencies and learners appreciate the high 
quality of care and guidance that is given by specialist staff and others. 

 
82 Relationship between staff, parents, members of the local community and 

learners is very positive and constructive. The school has an “open door” policy 
and parents express confidence in the care that their children receive. There is 
a good home school policy for the learners. The Friends of the School society is 
very supportive in raising substantial sums of money to support provision. 

 
83 There are firm induction arrangements for pupils who join the nursery class 

which helps them to settle into the school quickly and happily. Learners who 
join the school during the year are “paired” with older learners to help them 
integrate quickly into the school. The procedures for transferring to Ysgol 
Dyffryn Ogwen  in Bethesda are successful. Opportunities are provided for 
students on work experience and also for trainee teachers from Bangor 
University to visit the school. 

 
84 The School Council is well established and represents the viewpoints of the 

pupils effectively. Members are elected democratically according to need. 
 
85 The school provides good personal support and guidance through its personal, 

social and health education arrangements. The well being of learners has a 
high priority. These programmes are carefully planned to ensure that every 
learner feels that they are appreciated and cared for. Every individual’s needs 
are considered. In discussions, learners said that they felt confident in asking 
staff for guidance. 

 
86 Attendance registers are completed appropriately and promptly at the start of 

morning and afternoon sessions. All parents are notified that learners are 
expected to attend regularly and arrive punctually. The system for monitoring 
attendance and punctuality is effective. Procedures for following up absences, 
not explained promptly, are well established and effective. Links with the LA 
attendance team are frequent and effective. The school gives due attention to 
the requirements of National Assembly of Wales Circular 47/2006 which sets 
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out the requirements for recording absence. The school has high expectations 
and appropriate procedures to encourage good behaviour. 

 
87 The school has clear arrangements, that are well recorded, which contribute 

appropriately to the safety and health of learners in its care. Risk assessments 
are regularly undertaken and they are suitably recorded. The school promotes 
a healthy and safe lifestyle diligently. There are excellent procedures in place to 
care for pupils that become ill or are injured whilst at school. 

 
88 Appropriate child protection procedures are in place with a designated member 

of staff and a designated governor. All members of staff are aware of the signs 
of possible abuse and the specific procedures that they must follow. Complaint 
and appeal procedures are in place. 

 
89 The quality of provision for learners with additional learning needs including 

those with SEN is effective. Additional support is provided whenever and 
wherever it is required. There are well managed, flexible arrangements to 
satisfy the additional needs of learners, inside and outside school. 

 
90 Each learner that requires support is identified and assessed as soon as 

possible in his school life. This includes appropriate tests and contributions 
from specialist workers from external agencies. The quality of the individual 
support to all the learners with additional learning needs is specific and 
effective. All members of staff work closely with parents and carers. This 
ensures that the needs of each one with additional learning needs, including 
those with behaviour or learning difficulties, physical and sensory disabilities 
are met. The extremely consistent and positive management of behaviour 
enriches the educational provision for all the pupils. 

 
91 Whatever their social, educational, ethnic, or linguistic background, learners are 

treated with dignity and pride. All have equal access to every lesson and 
activity. Appropriate statutory policies are in place. Good race relations are 
encouraged and the school recognises and respects race and cultural diversity. 
This is highlighted in the high standard of exhibitions and artefacts that are 
found around the school. 

 
92 The school has effective measures in place to eliminate oppressive behaviour, 

including discrimination on the basis of race, bullying or disruption. In 
discussions learners were firm in their belief that bullying or discrimination 
would not be tolerated. They would be confident in reporting any such incidents 
knowing that they would be dealt with fairly and promptly.  

 
93  Throughout the school good quality support and guidance is given to learners, 

whatever their social, educational, ethnic or linguistic needs. The school 
provides a good range of activities which enable learners to develop good 
understanding and appreciation of diversity within society. 

 
94 The school ensures that learners with disabilities are fully included in the 

teaching and learning environment of the school. There is an appropriate and 
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clear disabled accessibility plan in place which conforms to the National 
Assembly for Wales guidelines. 

  
 
Leadership and management 
 
Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings 
 
95 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
96 The acting head provides clear leadership to the school. He has firm values 

and a clear vision of the way forward and how to develop the school. He has 
good support from the staff and the governors. In a short period of time it has 
been possible to succeed in ensuring the sharing of the high expectations and 
common values regarding learning, behaviour, interrelationships and equal 
opportunities. High priority is given in ensuring a homely and happy 
environment and a caring ethos to the school. 

 
97 There are appropriate aims and policies in place which concentrate on learners’ 

needs and in creating the conditions for each individual to develop and prosper. 
The head teacher’s vision has been reinforced with the aid of the whole school 
community and the School Council to ensure that the school’s mission 
statement “Dringo’r ysgol gyda’n gilydd mewn awyrgylch hapus a chynhaliol” 
(Going through school together in a happy and a supportive environment) is 
truly reflected in the work and ethos of the school. 

 
98 Due consideration is given to National Assembly for Wales priorities. The 

school gained the Basic Skills Agency Quality Mark accreditation for the second 
time in 2008. The school has committed itself to the Green School Plan and to 
the principles of a Healthy School. Members of staff have responded positively 
whilst preparing for the Foundation Phase. 

 
99  The school has an appropriate method of setting targets. The head teacher is 

aware of the need to reconsider the whole school targets for 2009 and 2010 to 
ensure that they are attainable and realistic. 

 
100 Appropriate performance management arrangements have been established in 

order to improve teachers’ skills and competencies. Despite this, due to 
changes and absences they are not fully implemented. Good opportunities are 
provided for members of staff to receive in-service training and to visit other 
schools to observe good practice. 

 
101 Good features outweigh shortcomings regarding the role of the governing body 

in the development of the school. The governing body is supportive of the 
acting head teacher. Members are very willing to contribute by attending 
sessions in school to gather information and to share responsibilities for setting 
priorities for developing the school. By means of the head teachers’ 
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comprehensive reports and visits to the school by individual members, the 
governing body is increasingly well informed of school activities. In spite of this, 
their role as a critical friend is not sufficiently developed. The governors 
acknowledge that they are only just beginning to recognise their responsibilities 
regarding offering strategic leadership to the school and monitoring learners’ 
achievement. 

 
102 The governing body satisfies the majority of the legal duties that are placed 

upon them and the relevant policies are in place. 
 
  
Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 

quality and standards? 
 
Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings 
 
103 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
104 The head teacher and staff are totally committed to the school and are aware of 

its strengths and areas that need developing. However, there is no clear long 
term structure to the self-evaluation process and it does not take sufficient 
consider direct evidence of the quality of teaching and learning. The school is 
aware of the need to strengthen this process by concentrating more specifically 
on appraising standards that are achieved by learners and what needs to 
improve. 

 
105 Due consideration is given annually to the Foundation Phase and end of key 

stage 2 assessment results, as well as the results of internal assessment tasks 
held in each class. 

 
106 Recently the school has developed questionnaires to ascertain the views of 

learners, parents and governors about the educational provision. The governing 
body plays an important role in the process by discussing head teacher reports 
and by visits to the school. However, currently they do not play an active 
enough role when discussing learners’ standards of achievement.  

 
107 The self-evaluation report created by the school prior to the inspection is 

balanced and honest. It identifies strengths and areas for development which 
on the whole match the judgement of the inspecting team. However it does not 
concentrate specifically enough on appraising the standards achieved by the 
learners and what is needed to improve. The findings of the inspection team 
match the judgement of the school in its self-evaluation report in six of the 
seven key areas. In the other question a lower grade was awarded because the 
inspecting team identified shortcomings in areas of long term planning. 

 
108 The priorities set in the School Development Plan 2009-2010 created by the 

acting head teacher and the governing body are appropriate for the 
development of the school. Implementation methods are noted under the 
different priorities and expected outcomes as well as the proposed monitoring. 
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 Implementation responsibilities are also noted and resources have been 

earmarked to support developments. However success criteria are not specific 
enough in terms of the achievements of groups of learners. 

 
109 Good features outweigh shortcomings in the school response to the key issues 

to be acted upon, that were noted during the 2003 inspection. Standards in 
lessons observed show significant improvement since the last inspection and 
standards in art and design and religious education have improved.  Resources 
and the range and quality of the experiences provided for the under fives have 
improved. Short term planning has improved. However long term plans do not 
offer enough guidance. The school handbook has been updated appropriately 
but a copy of the latest annual governors’ report to parents was not available 
during the inspection.  

 
 
Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
110 The findings of the inspection team match the judgement of the school in its 

self-evaluation report. 
 
111 Although there have recently been significant changes in the staffing of the 

school the school is appropriately staffed. Members of staff are suitably 
qualified to teach all aspects of the school curriculum. They are enthusiastic 
and hard working. They attend in-service training meetings to update their 
knowledge and they transfer appropriate aspects effectively to improve the 
teaching and learning. Part time staff’s strengths extend learners’ experiences. 
This has a positive effect on learners’ achievement. 

 
112 Support staff make a very effective contribution  to the teaching and standards 

achieved by learners. They co-operate effectively with teachers and undertake 
responsibilities very conscientiously. All auxiliary staff make a valuable 
contribution to the school.  

 
113 Non contact time is allowed for members of staff in accordance with statutory 

requirements. Effective use is made of the time for planning, preparation and 
assessment. This has led to improving the overall educational provision. A lack 
of administrative support is adding to the head teacher’s workload, and reduces 
the time available to him to lead the school. 

 
114 The school ensures that learners have access to suitable learning resources 

which correspond to their learning needs and that the available resources are 
used efficiently, economically and effectively. Resources are well matched with 
the school’s priorities. 

 
115 The building and classrooms offer an appropriate site for good teaching and 

learning, and support to learners.  Displays make rooms look attractive and 
show that the school appreciates learners’ achievements. The school is well 
maintained, and the standard of cleanliness is high. Good use is made of the 
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whole school building. The outdoor space has not been developed sufficiently 
to respond to the challenge of the Foundation Phase. The main entrance to the 
school has recently been developed to conform to the Safe Route to School 
Plan. 

 
116 The budget is set following guidance from the head teacher. The head teacher 

and the finance department co-operate closely in order to supervise spending 
with the governing body receiving a regular oral report. They recognise that 
until recently they have not played a prominent enough role when reviewing 
financial decisions. In spite of this the school offers good value for money. 

 
 
Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
Foundation phase   
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
 
Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural development.   
 
Grade 2 : Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
117 Nearly all children throughout the Foundation Phase display extremely good 

behaviour and motivation. They show effective self discipline and undertake 
tasks without fuss.  Children are obviously happy coming to school and they 
take part enthusiastically in their learning. They respond extremely well to 
adults and to each other, and concentrate well and work diligently. 

 
118 New children settle down very quickly to the practices of their school play 

experience. They develop good relationships with others and co-operate very 
quickly sharing materials and equipment without disagreement. This spirit of co-
operation ensures that all children make good progress in their learning 
according to their ability and develop good levels of confidence whilst 
undertaking the tasks set for them. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
119 There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Language, literacy and communication skills.   
 
Grade 2 : Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
120 Across the Foundation Phase, nearly all the children listen well to adults. They 

enjoy listening to stories and show good levels of attention whilst doing so. 
They respond well to the stories they hear; and occasionally they express 
excitement or humour or they can link their own experiences with the events in 
the story 
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121 In their learning tasks the majority of children listen to each other with interest, 

either by talking about what they have done or when they share stories about 
everyday occurrences. The majority of them follow instructions well because 
they listen carefully and apprehend the details of what is asked of them to 
undertake. 

 
122 As they proceed through the Foundation Phase, nearly all children make good 

progress in their ability to express themselves and make themselves 
understood. They explain effectively to adults what are their tasks, the less able 
simply, and the more able using more extended language. 

 
123 When role playing the older children begin to understand that oral language 

form can change according to the situation at that time. 
 
124 Nearly all the children enjoy looking at story books. They look at the pictures 

with pleasure and they start to see that there is a relation between picture and 
text. 

 
125 Children throughout the Foundation Phase increasingly develop their writing 

skills and enjoy a range of activities which improves their pre-writing hand skills. 
 
Shortcomings 
 
126 There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Mathematical development   
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
127 Across the Foundation Phase, all children make good progress in the 

understanding of mathematical language and terminology. A number of the 
older children successfully count up to twenty five and are careful in ensuring 
that no number is lost in the sequence. 

 
128 Nearly all the children quickly develop their early mathematical concepts of 

“big”, “small”, “tall” and “short”. All children enjoy number activities and 
enthusiastically join in number rhymes, songs and counting games. 

 
129 The majority of children are able to differentiate between different types of 

patterns. They succeed in recognising shapes and see them in nature. 
 
130 Through role play the children acquire good understanding of money from 

shopping experiences. The majority understand that items in their baskets have 
labels with their prices and they successfully undertake money exchanging 
activities. 

 
131 The majority of children distribute shapes and correctly note which one is 

different in pattern sequences. They name a wide range of two-dimensional 
shapes and describe their characteristics. They acquire a good understanding 
of the concept of volume by describing when containers are full, empty or half 
full. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
132 There are no important shortcomings. 
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Knowledge and understanding of the world   
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 
133 Throughout the Foundation Phase, the majority of children show inquisitiveness 

in a number of aspects of the activities that they undertake. 
 
134 Children across the Foundation Stage know how animals and people grow. 

They understand, as they grow older, that their bodies will change. 
 
135 The majority of children understand the concept of a time line and understand 

that they can do far more now than when they were babies, when they required 
far more care and attention. 

 
136 The majority of children have an increased understanding of the seasons, 

knowing that leaves change their colour and fall off the trees in the autumn. 
 
137 The majority acquire good understanding of how food is grown as the result of 

activities in their school garden. They can correctly describe the simple 
characteristics of different vegetables. 

 
138 Through their role playing children develop good understanding of the world of 

work. By using their play corners a number of them reflect about holiday places 
and plan things to do. 

 
139 In religious education, the majority of children discuss well principles such as 

friendship, tolerance, care for others and individual responsibilities for 
conserving and caring for the world. They have good knowledge of the 
contributions of leaders and benefactors such as Saint David. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
140 There are no important shortcomings 
 
 
Physical development   
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
141 The majority of children in the Foundation Phase make good progress in the 

development of the skills controlling their physical movements. They show good 
development of control in their writing skills and early drawing. They control 
their bodies effectively when using the wealth of outdoor equipment. Many 
children show good coordination levels when moving and balancing that is 
appropriate to their age. 

 
142 The majority continue to move with good levels of control and increased 

confidence in their outdoor physical activities. Some are quite adventurous in 
some of things they try and do on the outdoor equipment. 

 
143 All children begin to respond well to teaching instructions in their physical 

education lessons and they show great enjoyment in physical activities as they 
move around. At such times they begin to become aware of the need for space 
and safety. 
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Shortcomings 
 
144 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Creative development   
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
145 Nearly all children across the Foundation Phase develop their imagination 

extremely well during purposeful role playing. 
 
146 Across the Foundation Phase, children’s response to music is good. In songs 

and in whole school collective worship nearly all children very successfully sing 
and coordinate words and movement in time with the music. Nearly all the 
children are very aware of the different sounds they can make by using their 
bodies. Many choose musical instruments sensitively when representing 
different sounds. 

 
147 Across the Foundation Phase children correctly use a wide range of 

implements and materials in their creative work and choose purposeful items to 
express their ideas. They show good skills when modelling clay, rolling, 
pinching and moulding it until they are satisfied with the finished object. The 
majority cut and glue materials skilfully to make interesting patterns. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
148 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Welsh first language 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2; Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key stage 2:  Grade 2; Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
 
Good features 
 
149 In both key stages, nearly all learners make good use of occasional Welsh 

during the school day. Learners have an increasing awareness that Welsh can 
be used for different purposes. 

 
150 As learners move through the school, their enthusiasm and their confidence in 

the language increases. Their levels of understanding, their pronunciation and 
intonation skills develop well. In both key stages, the majority of them read 
relevant texts with good understanding. 

 
151 In key stage 1, the majority of learners develop a good range of vocabulary 

which includes colours, place names and food. They exchange familiar 
expressions appropriately when describing their families and they correct each 
other when mistakes are made. They correctly use simple expressions and 
sentences when greeting each other. 
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152 The majority of key stage 1 learners succeed in mastering reading skills 

according to their age and ability. They break down unfamiliar words by using 
familiar spelling patterns and discuss the content of their books sensibly. 

 
153 Key stage 2 learners read meaningfully and with good intonation, whether the 

contents are factual or fictional. When reading fiction, they elaborate upon what 
appeals to them and express their views on the events. They read aloud clearly 
and confidently and they are proficient when gathering information from 
different sources. 

 
154 Key stage 1 learners show good understanding of several sentence patterns in 

the short pieces that they write in response to different stimuli. They label 
correctly and they spell familiar words quite well as they write about their 
favourite or most hated things. 

 
155 In key stage 2, a number of learners extend their Welsh vocabulary and their 

sentence patterns and they write for different purpose. They use the present 
tense effectively and they have a good vocabulary in relation to different 
activities. 

 
156 Many learners in key stage 2 correctly use the past and present tense of verbs 

to express feelings and to describe a range of weather conditions. They listen 
well to each other, asking and answering questions in relation to information 
about themselves; they use appropriate vocabulary. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
157 There are no important shortcomings but a significant minority of learners lack 

confidence and have difficulty when using correct syntax in their written work 
and their standards, when spelling, at times is uncertain. 

 
 
Information and communications technology 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key stage 2:   Grade 3: Good features outweigh shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
158 In key stage 1, the majority of learners create and convey information and ideas 

well, in different forms. They recognise the different parts which belong to a 
computer system and they are confident as they use a mouse to move objects 
across the screen. The majority save their work with some assistance, with the 
most able saving, restoring and adapting it before printing. With help, they can 
correctly feed information to a prepared database and represent it in graph 
form. 

  
159 The majority effectively form pieces of written work on the screen and adapt the 

text to correspond with pictures of how to make a pizza. The majority creatively 
use art packages to create pictures and patterns. 

 
160 The skills of the majority of key stage 2 learners to arrange, adapt, and present 

information is good. They become increasingly confident and independent in 
keeping and restoring their work and adapt it effectively. They find information 
from a variety of sources including websites and adapt them for specific 
purposes.  
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161 By the end of the key stage the majority of learners show a firm mastery of 

word processing and they use a wide variety of techniques confidently in order 
to set, edit, and create effect, for example when creating a story in pictures. 
They are skilful in moving text from one document to another and in preparing a 
multi- media presentation. They also make effective use of computer equipment 
to extend their work in a number of curriculum areas. 
 

162 Learners make effective use of the internet to gather information and to send 
messages via e-mail. They are aware of the dangers that are involved with the 
miss-use of the internet 

 
Shortcomings 
 
163 Key stage 2 learners’ ability to produce and use databases and to use 

spreadsheets to analyse data and prove hypothesis have not been sufficiently 
developed. 

 
 
Geography 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2:  Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key stage 2:  Grade 3:  Good features outweigh shortcomings 
 
 
Good features 
 
164 The majority of key stage 1 learners demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of their local area. They have an elementary understanding of 
map symbols and they are aware of compass points. The majority have a good 
knowledge of the main geographical characteristics of their neighbourhood and 
they place and discuss them intelligently on a simple map of the area. They 
realise that people’s activities have an effect on the environment. 

 
165 Key stage 1 learners can recall and express a view on the characteristics of 

specific places, for example when describing Alun the Bear’s journey to Italy. 
They can locate both Wales and Italy on a map of Europe. 

 
166 The majority of key stage 2 learners understand the characteristics of their local 

area. They recognise simple comparisons with other areas and offer some 
reasons for different natural and human characteristics. 

 
167 The majority’s ability to explain the natural characteristics of a specific area and 

to ask questions, for example about the reasons for flooding, is developing well. 
They use maps, images and ICT effectively to find and present information. 

 
168 Learners understanding of the need to look after the environment and of 

sustainable development is developing successfully. The majority express their 
views and realise that others have different viewpoints 

 
Shortcomings 
 
169 Key stage 2 learners’ mapping skills are not sufficiently developed. Their ability 

to follow directions, estimate and calculate distance and to use co-ordinates 
and grid references is not firm enough. 

 
170 Key stage 2 learners’ ability to describe, compare and contrast places and 

environments is not sufficiently developed. Their knowledge of life in other 
countries is superficial. 
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Art and design 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
Key stage 2:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
171 In both key stages, learners use a wide range of media and techniques to 

produce work of a good standard. The vast majority research, experiment and 
analyse well the styles of artists who work in different media. They discuss the 
characteristics of these artists’ work and simulate their styles effectively in their 
own work. 

 
172 In key stage 1, learners make good use of a wide range of resources and 

media as they draw, paint and create from observations and from memory. 
They demonstrate good cutting and gluing skills. 

 
173 In key stage 2, learners show good awareness of line and tone, pattern, shape 

and form texture. They record images and ideas effectively in many forms on 
the basis of observation, experience and imagination. They are able to 
compare their own work with the work of other artists, craftsmen and designers 
and use appropriate vocabulary. 

 
174 They respond imaginatively to the work of Albrecht Drurer by using and 

managing skilfully a range of equipment and techniques. They experiment 
creatively with visual and tactile characteristics in simulating his work in models. 
They review and change their work confidently and successfully when they see 
the need to do so. Their ability to evaluate their work and discuss good features 
and shortcomings is developing well.  

 
Shortcomings 
 
175 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
 
Religious education 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2:  Good features with no important shortcomings 
Key stage 2:  Grade 2:   Good features with no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 
176 The majority of learners in both key stages show a good awareness of Christian 

values and beliefs, such as sharing with others and caring for them. Through 
their efforts to collect money for charities, all learners develop good awareness 
that they are part of a global community and that they have responsibilities 
towards their fellow man. 

 
177 By visiting places of worship in their area, all learners develop a good 

understanding of the significance of the main characteristics that belong to 
religious buildings.  They show good awareness of some of the special 
ceremonies that are held in such buildings, such as baptism. They have good 
knowledge of some of the main stories in the Bible. 

 
178  All learners discuss the importance of belonging to a family and having friends. 

They develop good awareness of worship and prayer. The majority of pupils 
are aware of the meaning of prayer as a way of communicating with God. 
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179  Across both key stages all learners demonstrate good knowledge of Christian 

celebrations, such as Harvest and Christmas. They have a good understanding 
of the key events in the Christian calendar, such as Easter and Whitsun. 

 
180 All learners in key stage 2 have a good knowledge of stories from the Bible and 

the variety of stories which highlight the importance of values and good inter 
personal relationships. 

 
181 Older learners think and form their own judgements well on religious issues. 

They demonstrate good reasoning and communication skills within small 
groups as well as in whole class discussions. 

 
182 The majority of learners demonstrate effective understanding of how to show 

empathy, sympathy and make decisions regarding their social and moral 
responsibilities. 

 
Shortcomings 
 
183 There are no important shortcomings but the knowledge of a minority of 

learners regarding other religions of the world is limited. 
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School's response to the inspection 
 
184 We would very much like to thank the team for their professionalism, 

understanding and observant comments which will help us move forward 
confidently in continuing to raise and maintain existing standards and set high 
expectations, in order to ensure a bright future for the school. 

 
185 It is felt that the school received fair and constructive grades and 

recommendations. This was further ensured by the active role undertaken by 
the head teacher as nominee. 

 
186 Everyone involved with the school, teaching and support staff, governors, 

parents and pupils are proud of the content of the report.  
 
187 There has been quite a change in staff recently and the report shows the firm 

commitment of staff, parents, auxiliary staff and Governors to the school in the 
short period that they have worked together. 

 
188 We are especially proud, that the inspectors note that standards of 

achievement and the quality of education and training show significant 
improvement since the last inspection. 

 
189 We are proud that the inspectors noted that when considering the data over the 

last three years, the performance in both key stages is better than the family, 
LA and national figures. 

 
190 The findings of the inspectors gave us special satisfaction as they noted that 

there are elements of excellence in the behaviour and attitude of the learners. 
The pupils are an example to us all. 

 
191 The head teacher, staff and Governors will incorporate the recommendations 

annually in our SDP after producing a post inspection action plan. The annual 
governors’ report will report upon annual progress. 

 
192 The success is evidence of the commitment and constant hard work of all 

teaching and support staff, all stakeholders, as well as the untiring support of 
the members of the Governing Body of Ysgol Rhiwlas 
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Appendix 1 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school  Ysgol Gynradd Rhiwlas 
School type  Primary inc Foundation Phase 
Age-range of pupils  4 - 11 
Address of school 
  
 

Waun Pentir 
Rhiwlas 
Bangor 
Gwynedd 

Postcode  
 

LL57 4EH 

Telephone number  01758 720765 
 
Headteacher  Mr. Paul Carr  (acting head) 
Date of appointment  May 2009 
Chair of governors / Appropriate 
authority  

Mrs Elsbeth Mitcheson 

Registered inspector  Mr. Goronwy Morris 
Dates of inspection 2-4.11.09 
  
 
Appendix 2 
 
School data and indicators 
 
Number of pupils in each year group 
Year group N 

(fte) 
R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

Number of pupils 2.5    2   9   5    3    4    6    6   37.5 
          
 
Total number of teachers 
 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 
Number of teachers               2              1                  2.6 
    
Staffing information   
Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding nursery and special classes)               14:1 
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes                n/a 
Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes                n/a 
Average class size, excluding nursery and special classes                18 
Teacher (fte): class ratio               1.3:1 
  
Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 

Term N R Rest of school 
Autumn 2008        90.4 94.8 92.9 
Spring 2009 92.7 96.9 90.5 

Summer 2009 90.4 94.8 92.9 
    
Percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals               8% 
Number of pupils excluded during 12 months prior to inspection               0 
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Appendix 3 
 
National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of key stage 1: 
 

Number of 
pupils in Y2  

       3 National Curriculum Assessment KS1 Results 2009
  
As the number of pupils eligible for assessment at the end of key stage 1 was fewer 
than five, summary information is not included 
 
   
National Curriculum Assessment Results 
End of key stage 2: 
 

Number of 
pupils in Y6 

      9 National Curriculum Assessment KS2 Results 2009
   
As the number of pupils eligible for assessment at the end of key stage 2 in was 
greater than four but fewer than 10, overall performance indicators only are included 
 
   
Percentage of pupils attaining at least level 4 in mathematics, science, and either 
English or Welsh (first language) 
by teacher assessment  by test 
In the school            90.0% In the school   
In Wales            77.0% In Wales  
 
D Pupils who are excepted under statutory arrangements from part or all of the National Curriculum 
A Pupils who have failed to register a level because of absence 
F Pupils who have failed to register a level for reasons other than absence 
W Pupils who are working towards level 1 
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Appendix 4 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 
Three inspectors spent an equivalent of six inspection days in the school.  
 
These inspectors visited: 

• 14 lessons or part sessions ;  
• every class; and 
•  collective worship  

 
Members of the inspection team had meetings with: 
 

• staff, governors and parents: and 
•  the head teacher and teachers, as well as the School Council and groups of 

learners during the period of the inspection. 
 
The team also considered; 
 

• the school self-evaluation report; 
• seven responses to parents’ questionnaire; 
• comprehensive documentation prepared by the school before and during the 

inspection; and 
• a broad range of pupils’ previous and current work. 

 
 
The acting head teacher, in his role as nominee, took part in all team meetings 
 
Following the inspection, the inspection team held meetings with the staff and the 
Governing Body. 
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Appendix 5 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 
Team member Responsibilities 
Mr Goronwy Morris 
Registered Inspector 

Context, 
Summary and Recommendations, 
Key Questions 1,5,6 and 7 
Geography 
Information and Communication 
Technology 
Art 

Mr. William Owen 
Lay inspector 

Contributions to questions 1,3,4,5 and 7 

Dr. David Evans 
Team Inspector 

Key Questions 2,3, an4 and contributions 
to question 1  
Foundation Phase 
Welsh first language 
Religious Education 

Mr. Paul Carr Nominee 
Acting head teacher 
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